Anish’s SAT Essay Vocab Therapy


And you thought that learning new vocab would only help you on 19 questions on the SAT…
Use of advanced diction and vocabulary prove to the grader that you are a capable, sophisticated writer and deserve to be graded as one.

So where do you use vocab?

Before I used to say replace boring adjectives and lackluster verbs with their vivid counterparts.  But to do this, you need to start off with a solid foundation of adjectives and verbs.  So here are some more places to incorporate vocabulary.

· If the prompt/assignment uses a word like “change” or “success,” make sure that you don’t litter your essay with that word.  (Note my use of the word “litter” – sometimes I surprise myself with my diction.)  Briefly think of words you could use instead.

· For a literary example, you have myriad opportunities to incorporate adjectives.  For one, you could say a novel is pioneering, inventive, illustrious, etc.  (Ayn Rand’s objectivist novel The Fountainhead does this and that…).  Every time you introduce a character or plot detail be sure to use a tasty adjective along with it.  (The cynical Holden Caulfield despises narcissism, hypocrisy, and superficiality…or…Lenny’s profound strength combined with his puerile desires led to catastrophic consequences).
· You can do this with any character or historical introduction as well.  Are you writing about Lance Armstrong?  He has an indomitable spirit and an insatiable desire for success.  What about that greedy Bolivian dictator?  He’s an avaricious, gluttonous despot.  It’s easy once you do it a handful of times.
The trick is not to overwhelm yourself.  Before writing an essay take a look at 5 SAT vocab words.  Tell yourself that you are going to use at least one of them in the following essay.  The first few times you try this, you may have to force it, but you’ll be surprised how easily you’ll pick it up.  The other trick is to have a large vocabulary to start with, so you aren’t just picking from 5 words.

Here is a list of commonplace words I see on your essays with alternate vocab to replace it with:
· hard-working: diligent; assiduous; industrious

· smart/wise: intellectual; astute; shrewd

· respect: reverence

· numerous: abundance; an inundation of; a plethora of; myriad; copious
· old-fashioned/old: antediluvian; antiquated; anachronistic

· poor: penurious; impoverished; indigent; destitute

· rich: affluent; opulent

· cheap: frugal; stingy; penurious; miserly

· severely criticize: castigate; rebuke; reprimand; admonish; censure

· strict/tough: rigorous; stringent

· overpowering: suppressive; oppressive; domineering; imperious
· friendly: gregarious; cordial

· lazy: listless; phlegmatic; lethargic; torpid

· energetic: zealous; ardent; fervent

· greedy: avaricious; gluttonous; voracious; insatiable; ravenous

· happy: elated; jubilant; euphoric

· sad: doleful; lugubrious; morose; despondent; saturnine; disconsolate

· dull/boring: stodgy; prosaic; mundane; ponderous

· mean/evil: atrocious; heinous; ignoble; execrable

· stubborn: obdurate; obstinate; dogged

· wasteful: prodigal; spendthrift

· to hate: abhor; loathe; detest

You think of some more…make your own list - you’ll be more likely to use the words if you had looked or thought them up.
